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Goals and Objectives

Â Goals- to address clinical, ethical and educational 

challenges that face health care providers and 

families for those living with late-stage dementia 

Â Objectives- to provide health care providers, 

families health care professional trainees with 

processes by which to address clinical and ethical 

dilemmas that occur in late-stage dementia

Â To explore some contemporary new dimensions in 

this area of care



Defining the Problem (1)

Â Industrialized nations like Canada face a 

rapidly aging population

Â Even with new advances, diseases for which 

treatments have been developed ultimately 

have a terminal phase

ÂMalignant conditions are understood by the 

health care professions and the lay public as 

having a terminal phase



Defining the Problem (2)

Â A terminal phase is not always considered with 

conditions that cause dementia-but must be to 

properly plan care

Â Much of the focus on dementia is related to diagnosis 

and treatment(s)

Â Current pharmacological treatments are at best 

symptomatic or have a modest delaying effect on 

disease progression

Â Cultural variation in our populations are affecting how 

care is provided in ways previously unanticipated


